Worship Commission Meeting Minutes – December 18, 2013
Attendance:  Fr. David Mowry, Tom Kaiser, Mary Pat Vanderlaan, Dave McCaffrey, George Loss, Peg Cello, Tom Hanik, Lucy Milar, Mary Lou Rafferty 
Faith Sharing:  We read Pope Francis’ Advent:  A Journey toward the Horizon of Hope.  He said “the journey is never finished, just as in each of our own lives there is always a need to restart, to rise again, to recover a sense of the goal of one’s own existence.”  It is the Lord himself who guides our journey, the “pilgrimage of all the people of God; and by its light, even the other peoples can walk towards the Kingdom of justice, towards the Kingdom of Peace…and this is possible!  We bet on hope, on the hope of peace, and it will be possible!”  With Jesus as our guide on the journey, the journey as our entrance into the Kingdom, we are not alone; Jesus and Mary are with us to help us understand the mysteries of our Faith.

Minutes from November – minutes were reviewed and approved.  
Parish Council –Father David summarized the last PC meeting.  Most of the meeting focused on the Deanery’s exercise (17 parishes with Father Tom as the Dean).  Each parish is conducting an evaluation to view its strengths and weaknesses)  On January 9 all Priests and 1-2 PC representatives will go to meeting at Ascension Church to see how the parishes can help each other and collaborate more closely.  They brainstormed (without Priests to allow for free discussion); they are to meet again and then present their thoughts to Father Tom in advance of the meeting.  Next Leadership meeting is 02/17.  (We will also have a February Worship Commission meeting on February 10).
Worship Commission programs:

· Lector/EM 2014 training dates proposed:  February 18 and 20; May 13 and 15; August 19 and 20; and November 18 and 20.  Father will double check the calendar and availability and then we can get these on the calendar.
· We agreed that we will schedule an annual morning or evening of reflection for all the Ministers to occur in spring.

· Altar Servers – 7th graders from grade school were trained last week.  The 6th graders will be trained in January so they will be on the calendar in March.
Eucharistic Adoration and Prayer Service on November 20 to wrap up the Year of Faith was very beautiful.  Sparsely attended.  May want to advertise it as a two hour period where people can feel free to “drop in”.
Year of Mary –Bulletin Subgroup (Dave, Tom K., George, Mary Lou, and Mary Pat) were unable to meet, although Dave and Mary Pat met to tentatively begin charting out ideas for bulletin articles similarly to how we did the Year of Faith).  We agreed that the Marian articles will begin in Lent.  Mary Pat will reconvene the group.

It was suggested that we may want to have a travelling Marian statue.  The group was informed that Mary Kay and Tom Livorsi do this now with a large picture of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and that it takes a good deal of logistical planning, and did not have an overwhelming participation, although those who did, had amazing stories to relay.  
There was discussion about having the commissions jump start this, to get people stirred up.  We thought having 2 statues would help to alleviate the logistical difficulty (people forgetting, not showing up with the statue, etc.).  Father David will check with Father Tom to see if he agrees with this and to see if the wooden statue in Marian room could be used.  Father David and Lucy both offered their statues to become the travelling statues.  Lucy will send picture and dimensions.  We could use the website to schedule and send reminders.  We talked about people picking up the statue and some reading materials from the Sunday Mass.  Peg agreed to take the lead on this project.
We reviewed the list of Marian feast days and novenas.  The Novena of the Purification begins January 24.  We agreed to give this a try so need articles for January 18/19 (What is a Novena and why is it special, etc) and 25/26.  Tom agreed to write the bulletin articles and they need to be in to Linda G. by January 8.  We will consider encouraging different Marian novenas throughout the year, e.g.:  Novena for Immaculate Conception begins November 29; Our Lady’s Nativity begins August 30;  Annunciation begins March 16; Assumption begins August 6.

Advent-The blessing of the advent wreath was simple and went well, except at one Mass where it did not occur.  The advent wreath is lit before Mass begins for the second thru fourth Sunday of advent.

Christmas – many people signed up for Ministries for Christmas.

Lent – Lent begins on March 5.  Our January meeting needs to focus on Lent.

Other – 

· We discussed whether to start praying the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel after Masses.  There was some confusion as to why we would start this – is it more of a grass roots effort;  is it in IC culture; was it situational due to the abeyance of the Saturday morning Mass and Visitation’s practice?  We did not pursue further.  

· There was some discussion about the Rosary before or after certain Masses.  We did not conclude.

· Dave and Jo Bastriani reviewed a “Carol Festival” which would be a Parish wide event.  It takes a lot of advanced planning.  Perhaps we could do this at the Christmas tree lot or another location next year.

· There is an open staircase in the Church which leads to the basement that could pose a danger of falling.  George will talk to Jeff to resolve.

· CHRP groups are preparing for next women’s’ and men’s’ groups.  Will be limiting to 22 per group.

· Tom asked for a volunteer for leading the Faith Sharing for next month’s meeting.

We closed with a prayer and blessing by Father David.

Next meeting is January 20, 2014 at 7:00.
